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PRIMA • Euro-Mediterranean food systems

The MED Area is a hot spot of climate change

Warming, drying and extreme events are reshaping our societies, economies and the operating 

conditions of the food system

Warming faster

Summer warming has 
exceeded 2°C 

47-48°C in the South
Source: MedECC (2024),

Drying effects

≈ –4%
mean precipitation 
per +1°C global 

warming

150–200%

droughts in 

Southern 

Mediterranean 

countries under a 

2°C warming 

scenario
Source: MedECC (2024)

Consequences 

Higher irrigation demand

Yield volatility and reduction

Greater wildfire & pest 

exposure

Higher pressure on soils 
and ecosystems

They propagate through water,  energy, food and ecosystems.
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Salinisation

Import exposure
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WATER CONSTRAINT

RESOURCE GEOGRAPHY

90%

of blue water in 

northern 

countries

10%
in southern 

countries

Source: MedECC (2024)

44

THE PEOPLE DIMENSION

Climate vulnerability is unequal — resilience must be inclusive

FAO evidence shows that climate shocks amplify existing inequalities in rural livelihoods; 

this matters for Southern Mediterranean territories.



20 Countries and the EC

Budget: € 700 million through calls, managed by a Foundation in  Barcelona

Based on the principle of equal footing

Co-funded by the 

European Union

Research and innovation are key to deal with EuroMED water and  food challenges 



2900+ 305

30% 20%

Co-funded by the European 

Union

PRIMA in numbers
2018 - 2025

# of total beneficiaries # of funded projects

WATER PROJECTS

FARMING PROJECTS

AGRO-FOOD 

PROJECTS

WEFE NEXUS 
PROJECTSMPC Total Budget share Budget share of private sector

462M€
Total Budget allocated

PRIMA transformed a fragmented landscape into a 

structured Euro-Mediterranean R&I space
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PRIMA1 OUTPUTS

PRIMA1 proved that Euro-Mediterranean cooperation can generate 

credible solutions under real conditions

The next challenge is to make more of them travel, scale and stick.
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INNOVATION → IMPACT

1

2



Solutions that can be uptaken

Rigour and compliance with FP10 

rules 

Cooperation that lasts

A common Euro-Mediterranean R&I space 

for resilient water, agriculture, food and ecosystems.

Excellence in research 

Scientific diplomacy 

Resilient systems



Thank you…

Prima Program 

Mediterranean Partnership 

@PrimaProgram 

PRIMA Programme Prima-med YouTube

angelo.riccaboni@unisi.it

Prima Program prima_foundation_med

https://www.facebook.com/PRIMA-616782781810081/
https://twitter.com/PRIMAInnovation
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNcuC_u3eASq71zmlu7S5mw
https://www.facebook.com/PRIMA-616782781810081/
https://www.facebook.com/PRIMA-616782781810081/
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